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5 WOMEN-FRONTED PUNK BANDS WE’RE OBSESSED WITH 
By Gabriela Herstik (Excerpt)
Whether it’s angry music to thrash your limbs 
to or slow, melodic, dreamy grunge meant to 
make you fall in love, punk music made by 
women occupies a special, permanent place 
in our hearts. But the punk scene isn’t the 
easiest place to be a woman in. Typically 
something of a boy’s club, making it as a 
woman in this music genre is no small feat. 

With that in mind, we’ve highlighted five 
women who are using their voice, literally 
and figuratively, to break the stereotypes 
associated with women in music. Whether 
it’s by heading their own band like Jenny 
Tuite of Dirty Dishes, speaking up for 
causes that are important à la Glittoris, 
or working with feminist charities like Art 
School Jocks is doing, these women are 
anything but complacent; they’re using their 
dissatisfaction with a cisgender white male 
scene to create their own path, and alter the sound of what “punk” is while they’re at it. In case you didn’t know where to start 
on your journey to discovering these punk goddesses, here are some of our favorite women-fronted punk bands that are making 
waves (and mosh pits) one show at a time. Added bonus: We got them to dish out advice on how women can embark on their 
own journeys to empowerment.

Art School Jocks 

To listen to when: You’re stoned by the pool

Art School Jocks may be the rookies of this roster, but that doesn’t mean they should be underestimated. The Atlanta-based 
band is making waves with their latest releases, “Catdog” and “Nina,” chill, lo-fi sounding tracks featuring just the right amount 
of angst. Deborah Hudson on guitar and vocals, Camille Lindsley on bass and vocals, Dianna Settles on guitar and vocals, and 
Ileana Bragg on drums and vocals form the all-girl group which uses a melding of collective influences that range from ‘70s rock 
to girl groups, goth, pop, and art rock.

For the four-piece, and as for many women in punk music, the act of performing becomes political; reclaiming space that 
has often been held by cisgender white men can be revolutionary. And for Art School Jocks, this political statement is just as 
important as the music itself. “Seeing other bands that are likewise comprised of women, queer folks, and people of color is 
refreshing and inspiring for us. At many shows, seeking such instances is like picking for crumbs, but it is a strong motivator 
to know of folks besides cis white men performing,” says Hudson. “There are ways to engage others in the music scene apart 
from mere ‘visibility.’” They suggest encouraging and supporting other women in the music and art scene as an easy way to get 
involved. Supporting, collaborating, talking, and coming to events helps to create a thriving community, one with the end goal 
of being more encompassing and inviting for all people.

Beyond creating a community of artists and musicians in Atlanta, Art School Jocks has recently partnered with The Peach 
Coven, an organization that collects donations of menstrual hygiene products and distributes them to shelters to support the 
homeless in Atlanta. You can learn more by visiting TPC here.
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